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All A. J. Drexel-Biddl- e Tells Why He
is tor rreaching Keligion With a

B7

Adopted Both Here and Abroad

"R"
a. J. uiii:Hi.-iiiim.-

with a punch to It."
may be of recent origin bo
far as phraseology goes, but
the sentiment Is as old as

the Scriptures. It antedates the time
when David brought Gollatlh to earth.
It sounds a dominant note through Old
Testament writings and rings vibrant
through atory after story told by the
acribes of inspired writ.

The only difference is that the word
"punch" Is not a Biblical word. The
Biblical synonym, capable of only one
Interpretation and vastly more exprcs-iv- t.

Is found in the verb to smite, a
rerbai ancestor or our mouern woru
'punch."

Moses smote the rock and the water
gushed out. Joshua seems to havo been
v smlter by Divine command:

"And afterward Joshua smote them,
and slew them and hanged them on live
trees."

"And that day Joshua took Makkeilah,
and smoU- - it with the edge of the sword."

Seven times In that same chapter
Joshua smites In tfliat same way and all
through the next chapter he continues
smiting everything and everybody that
opposed the will of God. The religion
of the ancient Israelites surely waa a
religion with a punch to it.

Later Christ himself looms large as
the exponent of the religion with a
punch when he raided the nest of
Iniquity that had established itself In
the Temple and proved himself to be,
not the meek, weak, lamblike Christ of
the popular artistic conception but a
strong man, capable of routing an en-

tire Tiouseful of evildoers, smashing
their uriholy furniture, thrusting them
bodily from the sacred precincts and
hurling down the steps of the House of
God those who would forcibly dispute
with him the right to eject a gang t'h..t
had turned a house of prayer into a
den of thieves. Will any one deny that
rhrlxt was unable or unwilling to smite
nls enemies when occasion necessitated,
or What the saviour ni times oom
preached and practised a religion with
a nunrh to it?

As to the advisability of disabusing the
minds of men or tne misconception mai
the Christ whom we love and try to nerve
la an effeminate leader thu story of
the movement bearing my name, which
has risen from a total membership of
tour men, Including my humble self, to

great and ever increasing host of up-

ward of 20,000 men, Is sufficient proof.
A few years ago I felt that the time

had come to do something more use-

ful and ennobling than the life of a
society pleasure seeker, with amateur
rlne encounters as a side show. So
t wont to my Dastor. the Itev. Dr.
Floyd W. Tomklns, and asked him for
tome kind of church work on wnicn
to exercise my new found aspirations
to serve the Master, He appointed me

to lead the men s tsioie ciasa 01 mo
Church. Holy Trinity, RIttenhouse
square, Philadelphia.

r, I. n,Alr wna Antlrf.lv nnVpl t O m.DUW1I " " -

It proved absorbingly Interesting. I
mvulf th leader of a most un--

.nth,..iantln class of three young men.

Aa one of the three, Mr. Judson J.
Adams, now one or my most vaiuea
associates in the work, humorously
sums up the situation at that time:

"We three members or ine unne ciass
t Attend on alternate Sundays,

greelng among ourselves which should

lave the privilege of staying away."
Those three young men arc my most
xnest aids in tne movement
work that la spreading arouna me

'orld.
I permitted the class or tnree to icau

.t rt. for I soon saw that they
maw more about Holy Writ than their
teacher did. We grew together and

.nivit nf enthusiasm that I HUC- -.
H f. ' . . w- - -

Iceeded In Instilling into that trio speed-

ily bore fruit In the augmentation of

tho numbers In the class. We In-

creased In membership until we had
a roomful instead of only three.

Then It became obvious that Illble
study alone was not sufficient to hold
that body of active young men. So
we organized boxing classes and gave
sparring exhibitions. The Idea made a
hit from the start.

The boys and young men, and even
middle aged men and old men, who
came tu witness, the boxing bouts were
Invited to attend the Mule class. The
novelty of a religion that actually advo-
cated the exercising of physical
strength brought us nn ever Increasing
number of students to the church.

Inquiries began to crowd In concern-
ing the class of Holy Trinity. There
was plenty of criticism, but the sternly
and even rapid growth of the class wns
the best answer. It began to absorb
all my time and energy. I had to sac-
rifice horses and automobiles. I had lit-
tle leisure for society functions. The
Illble class became almost my solo work
and society for me was found among
the athletes who Hocked n round me,
youngsters of the ring, cknu of life and
splendid of physique, wrestlers, swim-
mers, sprinters, men of achievement In
athletic circles both professional and
amateur. They came to the boxing
entertainments and they were found,
many of them, at the Illble class the
following Sunday. It wns amazing to
see the mixture of classes at those Sun-
day morning services.

Class leaders In other churcheu began
to ask concerning the secret of tho suc-
cess of the men's class at Holy Trinity.
This gave me an Idea: Why not link
together all the Illble classes for men In
Philadelphia, or at leant as many as
cured to join one great movement for
the good of the Christian church?

That was thu beginning of the Drexel-lllddl- e

Ulblo class movement of
Several Illble classes joined nt once.
We devised a button "villi a rising sun
as an emblem and the motto: "We aim
to cover the world." It was some time
before we adopted a constitution. We
were too busy In those days to think of
anything but enrolling new. classes.

Invitations to explain tho movement
came thick and fast. We had meetings
almost every evening at various
churches. Methodist, liaptlst, Episco-
palian, Presbyterian nnd every denom-
ination of men's Ulblo clauses were
linked up. We called these occasions
"rallies." At the close of a rally, after
the meunlng of the movement had been
fully explained, we left it to the class
to say whether or not they wolild Join
us. If they did buttons were distrib-
uted and the class was part of the
movement

"What then?" you naturally ask.
At once tho value of organization

began to be demonstrated. The ma
chinery of the movement consisted of
myself as president, a managing direc-
tor, a number of min-
isters and others, for counsel and help,
and the district superintendents, the
latter supervising and directing the
work in their sections of the city, under
the general supervision of the man-
aging director nnd myself.

Our aim was to help those who
needed help. A call would come from
a pastor whoso Illble class for men was
not thriving. Near by wouiu be a wg
successful class of men, possibly In a
church of another denomination to the
one calling for nsslstnncc, Uoth classes
were In tho movement.

The district superintendent knew that
in the big class were a hundred men
capable' of galvanizing Into life any
small and struggling class. Instead of
merely meeting at class to discuss
Bible subjects theso men could be
better employed leading others. It waa
the business of the district superin-
tendent to see tho pastor of the big
church, get his permission to draft two
or three men qach Sunday to help the
small class and to keep this up until
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the struggling class no longer struggled hold services, and meet for social en- - several
but was power Itself. Joyment In the summer months. theatre

Kvery district had
force of volunteer leaders at his com-
mand. Men love to be called upon for
service. We never failed to respond to
appeals for assistance. Some of the
devoted workers took hold of pastorless
churches and put them on solid
foundation of membership and money.
Wo all worked llko leavers. Some
Sundays had as many ns four as-
signments to speak In churches. None
of the leaders associated with me was
lagging. All were out Sunday after
Sunday spreading the good work.

The Inasmuch Mission, wonderful
work among the s, nsked
for help. The men of the Illble class
movement undertook to run the mission
meeting one night week tho year
round, thereby giving the devoted
superintendent one night's rest week.

"Service" was our slogan. Wo all
kept everlastingly nt In the interest
of the Mnster'H work.

Interdenominational larrlers went
down like the walls of Jericho. We did
not even consider them. No one In
quired concerning the belief of mnn as
to luptlsm or other theological lines.
We were one big family of Christian
men out for tlho good of the Christian
church and the world at large.

It wa layman's movement, within
the churches. The ministers, devoted
and earnest us they might be. could not
break down tho Chineso wulls of doc-trln- nl

differences. They were ham-
pered by tradition and other .things.
The layman could and did do what all
earnest ministers desired above all
things but could not do themselves.

A call of different kind came from
certain churches: "Help us to raise
money. Wo are Hieavlly mortgaged.
Our pastor's salary Ih unpaid. What
can you do to give us lift financially?"
We responded to this call too.

Among our young men were numer-
ous talented performers, musicians,
inonologlsts, dnncers, singers nnd en-
tertainers of various kinds. Wo called
for volunteers and soon had most
efficient entertainment bureau, which
we plnced at the disposal of any church
in the movement. Wo organized the
Prexel-Hlddl- e Illble class minstrel
troupe, and the young men and young
women of Wills troupe placed themselves
nt the disposal of tho directors of the
movement, going wherever asked, at
their own expense, without pay or any
return other than thn satisfaction that
comes from doing good work.

Through the kindness of relatives
was able to place at tho disposal of the
Ulblo class movement tho Ann estate
of tho Drexels at Uinsilowne. Here,
with over thirty acres of ground, within
easy reach of any part of the city, we
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tennis courts, nn open air
and accommodations for a

Wo have three baseball diamonds, number of young men If they care to

Beautiful Doll House For Daughter!

iPaaaaaaaWraM 4' TOTil (1 J 7 fil'

BBBBBBBBBBBaK!H&P?CSIaBlBBBE9

5Vj TfrterrvrrryzC "5 wrfs '""u '.al !WMMaMaaaaMWaWaaM

M
VIEW SHOWING INTERIOR OF HOUSE

RS. THOUGHTFUL-MOTHE- R, you
have been racking your brain thinking
up a delightful or

surprise for your little girl. Your worry is
pver, as here is your opportunity to obtain
one that will surely please. Why not surprise
your daughter with a new and beautifully
dressed doll, a doll house which stands about
a foot high and is surrounded by lovely little
walks and jjrassplots and a complete set of
furniture to that daughter can start right in

WISH

JWr Middle &a fie 'Dtbe Cssses
See jfftru

Philadelphia Society Man Tells How,
With Three Men, He Started Bible

Class Movement Which Has
Membership of 20,000

live there during the summer, meals
being provided for nil vlsituis nt u
merely nominal sum.

At this summer home Christian men
of all denominations meet on common
ground, the Illble clns.s button being tine
card of admission to tho grounds. There
Is nn Interclass baseball league, tennis
tournaments are held during tho sum-
mer and sports for which prizes nre
given. As many as live thousand
memlers have assembled at the sum-
mer homo nt one time during 'Holiday
gatherings.

We have also a winter homo. In a
central" part of Philadelphia, where the
members can gather for social pleasures
and to discuss the work nnd plan new
methods.

A Illble class bulletin Is Issued semi-
monthly, keeping the menilerw In touch
with the active doings of the movement.
And the dues are what? Nothing at nil.
We have always got along wlrtiout ask-
ing a penny from the member. We
have a sufficient number of powerful
friends to make It unnecessary to usl;
assistance from the members.

A little while ago New Hngland
nwakened to the advantage of n move-
ment like ours. They sent a delegation
to see me and the result was that a
Drexel-Uiddl- e Bible class movement was
organized In Massachusetts and Hliode
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Island, with separate loaders, a sunuiuc.
and winter homo, all tho machinery i.

the original 'movement, and affiliate
er- -

ll"with us In every way except that It wu,"
stipulated that the New Knglanil olllceip.
should run tfhe Now Hngland movcmrii,..
They are growing fast.

only a few weeks ago or-
ganized the movement with about
twenty classes as a foundation nnd sent
to us for the proper credentials and
budges of memlhrshlp. Now Zou-lan- d

nnd Australia came a notification
of the beginning of a movement on tho
same lines nnd called by the same name,
utarted at the Instigation of a 1'nlverslty
of Pennsylvania student, formerly an
active member of the movement in
ndelphia, who returned to his home In
tho Antipodes. '

Scotland followed suit at the inompt-lu- g

of a young man who had visited
his native land and doM-iitx-- tho use-
fulness of u work llko ours. Similar
letters iliave been received from tho
West Indies and Canada.

Wo are only In onr infancy. Our
motto, "We aim to cover the world,"
is no Idle promise. Tho laymen nre
aroused and the barriers are being
smashed to Idndllng wood. We are
going to make nil Illble classes one big
family of Christian soldiers, preaching
a religion with a punch to it.

A

birthday Christmas

housekeeping with dollie ? The Sun here
offers you this pleasing and practical gift
which is not unknown to the playroom
The accompanying photograph gives you
but a small idea of its beauty. It is caHed
Lettie Lane's Doll House and is on sale-i- n

various stores for amounts ranging,!
from seventy-liv-e cents io a dollaT. The--"

Sunday Sun has obtained a limited number
at a cost a little less than the retail selling
price and will give or mail one to you for
FIFTY CENTS and the attached SUNDAY
SUN DOLL HOUSE COUPON.

Order Your
Doll House Now !

SUNDAY SUN DOLL HOUSE COUPON
On pre station or rtedpl of llii coupon ni Tsi ciiiIh thr Sunday Suit trill

litre or rml by jirn7 pout, In tiny adttrt' irilliin loo wiIYh of AVtr 1 orA-- City,
oneLctlie Umt'aDoll Uoxiw. Order for Canada, Kuropmn nrSmilh
America, 50 cento extra to rarer K)x!f I'aml W dillii ritx nwfxWc ofw
mile Mibject to ptmlaue rate

Doll House Department,
The Sunday Sun, 170 Nassau Street,
New York City:
Please forward to address ONE Lettic
Doll House:
Name

Address

Pittsburg

Counlrien

below I. une

i
$1

1

f


